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PARKS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020
Notice is hereby given of a Parks Board Meeting to be held on Thursday, September 3, 2020,
at 7:00 p.m. at: City Hall Council Chamber, 2nd floor, 1522 Texas Parkway, Missouri City, Texas
77489, for the purpose of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are subject to
action. The Parks Board reserves the right to meet in a closed session on any agenda item should
the need arise, and if applicable pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas
Government Code.
Due to the COVID 19 Disaster and the Center for Disease Control's recommendation regarding
social distancing measures, the Parks Board members, City Staff members, and members of the
public were not physically present during this meeting. The meeting was made possible through
the cloud-based video conferencing platform Zoom.

NOTICE REGARDING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Due to the COVID 19 Disaster and the Center for Disease Control's recommendation regarding
social distancing measures, the public will not be allowed to be physically present at this meeting.
The meeting will be available to members of the public and allow for two-way communications for
those desiring to participate. Any person interested in speaking on any item on the agenda must
notify the City by one of the following methods before 4:00 p.m. on the day of the Parks Board
meeting:
1. Email or call the Parks and Recreation Department at
sydney.andrews@missouricitytx.gov or 281-403-8638; or,
2. Submit a “Public Comment Form” to the Parks and Recreation Department from the
following webpage: https://bit.ly/39pw73Q.
The request must include the speaker's name, address, email address, phone number and
the agenda item number.
To livestream the meeting, the public may access the following link:
https://www.missouricitytx.gov/780/MCTV.
To access the meeting agenda packet in PDF format, the public may access the following link:
https://www.missouricitytx.gov/812/Parks-Board.

Attendees: Diane Giltner, Don Johnson, Vice-Chair Buddy Snyder, Victoria Porter, Raj Joseph, Mary
Ross, Claudia Yvette Garcia, Brian Merchant, Chairman Llarance Turner, Susan Dierker, Thomasine
Johnson and J.R. Atkins
Absent were: Leslie Mack Jr. and Victoria Porter (Excused)
Staff in Attendance: Director Jason Mangum, Parks Superintendent Barry Hamilton, Recreation
Superintendent Kevin Browne, Facilities Operation Manager Daniele Stewart, Recreation Specialist Adam
Lofters, Recreation Specialist Allison Vickery, Recreation Specialist Joskan Perez, Administrative
Assistant Sydney Andrews, MCTV Producer Douglas Penalba and Assistant City Attorney James
Santangelo.
Others in Attendance:

1.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Turner called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

2.

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE AUGUST 6, 2020 PARKS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Board Member Atkins made a motion to approve the August 6, 2020 minutes. Vice-Chair
Snyder seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. The motion passed.

3.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.

4.

VETERANS MEMORIAL PROJECT UPDATE
Director Mangum presented an update on the Veterans Memorial. The PowerPoint slides
were provided in the packet. Director Mangum gave a brief overview and history of the
project and then went on to go over the project design, funding total, bid schedule, and final
view of the Veterans Memorial. The Parks Foundation has raised over $700,000 in
construction cost for the memorial including big contributions from HEB, Niagara Bottling, The
George Foundation and Wells Fargo. There was a groundbreaking celebration last year on
Veterans Day for the memorial. Director Mangum stated he hoped that the memorial would
be well under construction at this point but, due to unforeseen circumstances dealing with
COVID19 things have been slowed down. A picture of the approved Parks Board paver was
also provided in the packet. Board Member Atkins asked about contributing funds to the
Parks Board paver. Administrative Assistant Andrews stated that board members could
contribute whatever amount they would like. Chairman Turner stated that the paver donation
is an optional contribution. Vice-Chair Snyder questioned where the pavers would be located
at the memorial. Director Mangum stated they would be laid out by the entrance as the walk
way leading into the memorial (sketched picture in the PowerPoint showed the location).
Vice-Chair Snyder also inquired about the paver project not being as successful as it should
be. Director Mangum stated that the pavers are a Parks Foundation project and he would talk
with them about it. He also stated when the bids come in for the project it will give the Parks
Foundation a better number to go off of for the paver project. Board Member Giltner stated
Veterans Day 2020 would be a great day to have the information on the paver project
available to the public.

5.

REVIEW PARD CODE OF CONDUCT POLICY
A copy of the Code of Conduct Policy was provided in the packet. Director Mangum stated
that anytime the Parks and Recreation Department implements a policy that effects the public
it will be reviewed by the Parks Board for input not for approval. Director Mangum also stated
that this Code of Conduct is one of the standards the department needs to meet for its
CAPRA Accreditation. The Code of Conduct is very broad so, it may be used for being in a
park, playing in a sports league, or using City facilities. Recreation Superintendent Browne
reviewed the Code of Conduct Policy with the Board. He explained that the policy has four
main tenants:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Respect for all persons
Respect for all properties
Respect for all equipment
Respect of the environment

Recreation Superintendent Browne stated that even though the policy seems very broad it is
still able to touch on the main points for respecting the community and behaving properly
while citizens are using City parks, trails, and facilities. Board Member Dierker asked will this
policy be posted in all park areas and how will it be enforced. Recreation Superintendent
Browne stated that this policy could be on parks signs, posted at the Recreation and
Community Center and on the Parks and Recreation website. As far as enforcing the Code of
Conduct, the policy is more of an educational and awareness document and not punitive.
Director Mangum added that educating the citizens is key. Board Member Ross questioned if
masks are required to wear in City parks. Director Mangum Stated that masks are not
required in City parks. Board Member T. Johnson asked if there had been any problems in
the parks with wearing masks and social distancing. Director Mangum stated there has been
no major issues. Board Member D. Johnson made a comment that he walks at Ridgeview
Park every morning and people have been respecting others space. Board Member D.
Johnson also asked would coaches receive the Code of Conduct policy as well. Recreation
Superintendent Browne stated that the policy can be given to the RSA groups and can be
advised to hand out the policy to their coaches but, it is not required. The policy will be made
available to the public. Board Member Atkins complemented Director Mangum and
Recreation Superintendent Browne on a job well done.

6.

7.

DISCUSS NOMINATIONS FOR THE CITY MUNICIPAL VOLUNTEER PROGRAM AND
THE WINNER FOR THE DEPARTMENTAL VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Director Mangum gave a brief history on the creation of the Departmental Volunteer of the
Year award named after Ebony Ghee. He explained that the winner of the departmental
award would be the nomination for the City Municipal Volunteer of the Year Award. Board
Member Giltner nominated Tom and Reggie Nichols. She stated that the Nichols Family has
done so much for the City and they deserve to recognized. Director Mangum stated that the
Board can send in any additional nominations to Administrative Assistant Andrews.

STAFF REPORTS
a.
Parks Projects: Assistant Parks & Recreation Director Randy Troxell
Assistant Director Troxell stated that the report of was in the packet. The American
Legion Project is completed, Parks Assessment is still being worked on, and Mosely Park
parking lot photo was included in the packet. The Park Signage Project is continuing with
three new signs at Mosely Park, Roane Park, and Independence Park. The First Colony
Trail improvements only has one section left to be completed. Board Member Atkins
stated that the improvements to the First Colony Trail has gained positive comments from
the residents in the First Colony area of Missouri City, TX. Board Member Atkins also
stated that First Colony is in the process of starting their capital improvement project and
he would like to meet with Director Mangum and Assistant Director Troxell to come up
with some ideas.
b.

Parks Operations: Parks Superintendent Barry Hamilton
Parks Superintendent Hamilton was not present. The report was provided in the packet. If
the Board had any questions for Parks Superintendent Hamilton they could let Director
Mangum or Administrative Assistant Andrews know and they would follow up with those
answers. Board Member Atkins question if Cub Scouts (10 and under) are able to
participate in the upcoming park clean up at Hunter Glen Park. Director Mangum stated
as long as they are with a parent they can participate. Board Member Garcia asked how
could she participate in the park clean ups. Director Mangum stated that registration for

park clean ups can be found on the Parks and Recreation website. Board Member Garcia
also brought up trash concerns dealing with the Edible Arbor Trail section by Walmart.
She stated that it was cleaned up by a resident in the area. Director Mangum commented
that it is great that citizens have been taking the initiative to keep the trail clean and he
would like to know who these people are so he may thank them for their hard work.
Recreation Specialist Vickery stated that the board can contact her to register for the
upcoming park clean up or if they have any other questions.
c.

Recreation: Recreation Superintendent Kevin Browne
Recreation Superintendent Browne stated that his report was provided in the packet. He
stated that the department hosted its first adult Archery Workshop, which had five
participants. He commented that the participants had a great time and they will be
hosting another workshop in the future. The department will be able to start expanding on
some of the program offered on a limited capacity. Next week will start indoor pickle ball,
Youth Archery starting on September 15th, park clean up on September 12th at Hunter
Glen, and Friday Night Flicks on September 18th featuring The Lego Movie. He also took
the time out to commend his staff for the great work they have doing with the on-going
pandemic. Recreation Superintendent Browne introduced new Recreation Specialist
Joksan Perez-Rubio. Board Member Giltner and Board Member Garcia thanked staff for
being so creative and keeping Parks and Recreation safe and fun. Vice-Chair Snyder
made a comment on the Adult Archery Workshop stating that Recreation Specialist
Vickery and Recreation Superintendent Browne did a great job. He also stated that the
Senior Walking Program with Recreation Specialist Vickery is a great way to get out and
about. Board Member Garcia challenged the whole Board to participate in the Walk the
Wilderness Challenge.

8.

DIRECTORS REPORT
Parks and Recreation Director: Jason Mangum
Director Mangum gave the board an update on the department’s accreditation process. Stating
the goal is to have all policies and documents completed for internal review at the end of the
month. The department plans to have their CAPRA visit in the spring of 2021 and be accredited
by the fall of 2021. Director Mangum thanked the board for all their help and service. Board
Member Atkins commented on the great staff. Vice-Chair Snyder inquired about the Art in Public
Places Program. Director Mangum stated that the City is still in the process of working on the
program.

9.

BOARD REPORTS
Board Member Atkins reported that First Colony is about to being there capital improvement
project. He stated if the board had any ideas to send him an email so, he may submit to them to
the First Colony committee. Board Member Joseph will get in contact with Board Member Atkins.
Chairman Turner brought up the TXDOT project for the median beautification project. Stating the
medians looked great. Chairman Turner asked about the opening of basketball courts and parks in
the foreseeable future. Director Mangum stated he will be having a meeting with City Management
to see about the opening of parks and other amenities. Superintendent Browne stated that the
Recreation Center will be open for single hoop reservation starting either next week or the
following week.

10.

ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
A possible discussion of the First Colony Capital Improvement Project partnership with Missouri
City.

11.

ADJOURN
With no further items to discuss, Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:27pm.

